


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































tous doctrines, a revolution whose objective is to free the
mind from doubt, liberate the soul from sin and emancipate
the conscience from subjugation.

In all its dimensions the Qur'anic wisdom is conclusive.
It neither condemns nor tortures the flesh nor does it neglect
the soul. It does not "humanize" God nor does it deify man.
Everything is carefully placed where it belongs in the total
scheme of creation. There is a proportionate relationship be-
tween deeds and rewards, between means and ends. The
Qur'anic wisdom is not neutral. It is demanding and its de-
mands are joytully welcomed by all those blessed with ap-
preciation and understanding.

The wisdom of the Qur'an calls for truth in thought and
piety in action, for unity in purpose and good will in intent.

"That is the Book; in it is guidance sure,
without doubt...™.

(2:2)

"This 1s a Book which We have revealed
unto you, in order that you might lead
mankind out of the depths of darkness into
light...".

(14:1)



APPENDIR I
MUHAMMAD: THE LAST PROPHET

The Muslim'’s belief that Muhammad is the Last Prophet
of God has been misunderstood by many people, and, hence,
needs an explanation. This belief does not, in any way, mean
that God has closed His door of Mercy or has retired. It does
not impose any restriction on the rise of great religious per-
sonalities, or bar the emerging of great spiritual leaders, or
obstruct the evolution of great pious men. Nor does it mean
that God has done the Arabs, from whom Muhammad was
chosen, His Last Favor to the exclusion of everybody else.
God 1s not partial to any race or age or generation, and His
door of Mercy is ever open and always accessible to those
who seek Him. He speaks to man in either of three ways;

(1) By inspiration which occurs in the form of sugges-
tions or ideas put by God into the hearts or minds of pious
men;

(2) From behind a veil which occurs in the form of



sights or visions when the qualified recipient is asleep or in a
state of trance; and

(3) Through the Heavenly Messenger Gabriel who is
sent down with concrete Divine Words to convey to the cho-
sen human Messenger (Qur'an, 42:51). This last form is the
highest and is the one in which the Qur'an came down to
Muhammad. It is confined only to the prophets of whom
Muhammad was the Last and the Seal.

But, again, this does not deny the existence or continu-
ance of inspiration in the two other forms to whomever God
wills. By choosing Muhammad to be the Seal of the Proph-
ets, God has not lost contact with or interest in man, and
man has not been barred from seeking God or obstructed in
his aspiration to God. On the contrary, by choosing Muham-
mad to be the culmination of prophethood and the Qur'an to
be the completion of Revelation, God has established a per-
manent medium of communication between Himself and
man, and has erected an ever-radiating beacon of guidance
and light. Besides these general observations, there are other
specific points which show why Muhammad 1s the Last
Prophet of God. From among these, a few may be men-
tioned:

1. The Qur'an states in unequivocal words that Muham-
mad is sent to all men as the Apostle of God of Whom be-
longs the dominion of the heavens and earth (7:158). It also



states that Muhammad was only as a Mercy from God to all
creatures, human and non-human alike (21:107), and that he
is the Messenger of God and the Seal of the prophets
(33:40). The Qur'an is the Word of God, and whatever it
says 1s the Truth of God by which every Muslim abides and
on which every man should reflect. The message of Muham-
mad was not simply a national revival or a racial monopoly
or a temporary deltverance from bondage and oppression.
Nor was it an abrupt change or reversion in the trends of his-
tory. The message of Muhammad was, and, of course, still
is, a universal revival, a common blessing, a supranational
heritage and an ever-lasting spiritual deliverance. It is an ev-
olutionary continuance of the previous messages and a well-
balanced incorporation of all the former revelations. It trans-
cends all boundaries of race, age, color, and regional fea-
tures. It is addressed to man of all times and it is precisely
what man needs. Thus, a Muslim believes that Muhammad
1s the Last Prophet because the Qur'an bears true witness to
that, and because Muhammad's message has the highest
qualities of a truly universal and conclusive Faith.

2. Muhammad himself stated that he was the Last Proph-
et of God. A Muslim, or anyone else for that matter, cannot
question the truth of this statement. Throughout his life, Mu-
hammad was known to be most truthful, honest and modest.
His integrity and truthfulness were beyond doubt not only in
the sights of Muslims but also in the minds of his most stau-



nch opponents. His character, his spiritual accomplishments,
and his mundane reforms are unparalleled in the entire histo-
ry of mankind. And it remains yet to be seen if history could
produce any equal to Muhammad. He said that he was the
Last Prophet because it was the Truth of God, and not be-
cause he wanted any personal glory or sought any personal
gains. Victory did not spoil him, triumph did not weaken his
excellent virtues, and power did not corrupt his character.
He was incorruptible, consistent, and inaccessible to any no-
tion of personal gain or giory. His words display dazzling
light of wisdom and truth.

3. Muhammad was the only Prophet who fulfilled his
mission and completed his work in his lifetime. Before he
died, the Qur'an stated that the Religion of God has been
perfected. the Favor of God on the believers has been com-
pleted, and the truth of Revelation has been guarded and will
be safely preserved (Qur'an 5:3). When he died, the Religion
of Islam was completed, and the Community of Muslim be-
lievers was well-established. The Qur'an was recorded in his
lifetime and preserved in its total and original version. All
this means that the Religion of God has been completed by
Muhammad in concept as well as in application, and that the
Kingdom of God has been established here on earth. Mu-
hammad's mission, his example and his accomplishments
have proved the point that the Kingdom of God is not an un-
attainable ideal or something of the Hereafter only, but it 1s



something of this world too, something that did exist and
flourish in the age of Muhammad and can exist and flourish
in any age whenever there are sincere believers and men of
Faith. Thus, if any man was destined to be the culmination
of prophethood, who could it be other than Muhammad?
And if any book was designed to be the completion of Reve-
lation, what could it be other than the Qur'an? The actual ful-
filment of Muhammad's mission on earth and the authentic
recording of the entire Qur'an in his lifetime should leave no
trace of doubt in any mind as to the belief that he was the
Last Prophet.

4. The Decree of God that Muhammad is the Last
Prophet is based on the original and pure authenticity of the
Qur'an on the conclusive and unique accomplishments of
Muhammad, on the universality of Islam, and on the appli-
cability of the Qur'anic teachings to every situation, every
age, and every man. This is the Religion which transcends
all borders and penetrates far beyond all barriers of race, col-
or, age and status of wealth or prestige. It is the Religion
which assures men, all men, of equality and brotherhood,
freedom and dignity, peace and honor, guidance and salva-
tion. This is the pure essence of God's Religion and the kind
of aid He has always extended to man from the beginning of
history. With Muhammad and the Qur'an has come the cul-
mination of religious evolution. This, however, does not
mean the end of history or the termination of man's need for



Divine guidance. It is only the beginning of a new approach,
the inauguration of a new era, wherein man has been suffi-
ciently provided with all the Divine guidance and the practi-
cal examples he needs. This Divine guidance is contained in
the Qur'an, the most authentic and incorruptible Revelation
of God, and these practical examples are found 1n the per-
sonality of Muhammad. If there were to come a new prophet
or a new revealed book, what could this add to the quality of
prophethood or to the truth of the Qur'an? If it is to preserve
the Word of God or guard the truth of Revelation, this has
been done through the Qur'an. And if it is to show that the
Law of God can be implemented in history or that the King-
dom of God can be established on earth, all this has been
shown by Muhammad. And if it is to guide man to God and
the right way of life, this has been well-established by the
Qur'an and Muhammad. Man does not need new revelations
or new prophets. What he needs most is to wake up, to open
his mind and to quicken his heart. What he needs now is to
make use of the already available Revelations, to utilize his
existing resources and to draw from the inexhaustible treas-
ures of Islam which has incorporated, preserved and perfect-
ed the purity of the previous Revelations.

5. God decreed that Muhammad would be the Last
Prophet and so he was. No prophet before Muhammad had
done or accomplished or bequeathed so much as he did. And
no one after him, of those who have claimed prophethood,



has done anything comparable to what he did. However, this
Divine decree was in anticipation of the great historical
events which have followed. It heralded good news for man
that he would enter a new stage of intellectual maturity and
spiritual heights, and that he would have, from then on, to do
without new prophet or new revelations, to be on his own,
aided by the rich legacies of prophethood and revelations as
found in Muhammad and his predecessors. It was in antici-
pation of the fact that the cultures, races and regions of the
world would become closer and closer to each other, and
that mankind could do well with one universal religion in
which God occupies His Rightful Position and man realizes
himself. It was a solemn witness to the great role which ad-
vanced knowledge and serious intellectual undertaking
would play in terms of bringing man to God. And it is true
that if man can combine his advanced knowledge and his
sound intellectual potential with the spiritual and moral
teachings of the Qur'an he cannot fail to recognize the Exis-
tence of God and adapt himself to God's Law.

The historical stage of prophethood has ended with Mu-
hammad to give man the evidence that he can mature on his
own initiative, to give science an opportunity to functior
properly and explore the vast Dominion of God, and to give
the mind a chance to reflect and penetrate. The nature of Is-
lam is such that it has a great deal of flexibility and practica-
bility and can cope with any arising situation. The nature of



the Qur'an is such that it is universal and ever-revealing, and
in it guidance is sure, without doubt. The nature of Muham-
mad's message is such that it is addressed to all men and di-
rected to all generations. Muhammad was not merely a racial
leader or a national liberator. He was, and still is, a man of
history and the best model of him who seeks God. In him
every man can find something to learn, and excellent exam-
ples of goodness and piety to follow. And in him every gen-
eration can find its lost hope.
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APPENDIR 111
THE ISLAMIC CALENDAR

The Muslim Era began with the great event of the Hijrah
from Mecca to Medina or the Emigration of Prophet Mu-
hammad and his Companions from Mecca to Medina. The
adoption of this Event as the beginning of the Muslim Era
took place in the Caliphate of 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab, the sec-
ond Caliph after Muhammad. We are now in the year 1395
after Hijrah (1395 A -H.)

The Muslim Calendar is lunar, and its months are deter-
mined by the various positions of the moon. In every year
there are twelve months, and each month is either thirty or
twenty-nine days depending on the position of the moon.
These months are: Muharram, Safar, Rabee' Al-Awwal, Ra-
bee' Al-Thani, Jumada Al-'Ula, Jumada Al-Thaniyah, Rajab,
Sha'ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Thul-Qi'dah, and Thul-Hijjah.

Every week has one special day to remember and ob-
serve. This is Friday, and its significance stems from the



Noon Congregational Prayers which must be observed by
every Muslim who can attend. There are other significant
occasions which should be remembered with a special obser-
vance.

1. Ramadan, the Month of Fasting, in which the Qur'an
was revealed.

2. The Night of Honor and Excellence of Qadr which
may be celebrated on the Eve of the twenty-third or the
twenty-fifth or the twenty-seventh of Ramadan.

3. ‘Idul-Firr (Feast of Breaking the Fast of Ramadan)
which falls on the First day of Shawwal.

4. 'ldul-Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) which falls on the te-
nth day of Thul-Hijjah.



ISian 1N Fociis

Faith, freedom and equality are three concepts that occupy the
minds of Muslims and non-Muslims alike. This book sheds light on
such concepts as they are understood from an Islamic perspective.
It also discusses the fundamental articles of faith and the wav to
put them into practice. Prayer, Fasting, Pilgrimage and Zakah, as
“pillars of the faith”, constitute a crucial part of every Muslim’s
knowledge. In addition, the author addresses several points of
attack by non-Muslims such as Jihad, divorce, the status of woman
and polygamy.

Dr. Hammudah "Abd al-" Ati was born in Egypt on April 1,
1928, He attended al-Azhar University in Cairo and received B.A.
degree (1954). Then he got his M.A. degree in Islamic Studies
from McGill University (1957). He studied at the University of
Alberta, Canada from 1961 to 1963. He received his Ph.D. in
sociology from Princeton University on January 16, 1971.

In 1958, after receiving his M.A. degree, Dr Abd al-' Ati re-
turned to Cairo to work at al-Azhar University's Islamic Culture
Administration.

As a qualified Azhari scholar fluent in English, Dr. Abd al-" Ati
was a pioneer of Islamic propagation (Da wah) in North America
in his time. He was a renowned lecturer and scholar who served
as a resourcetul consultant and advisor for many organizations
and individuals, both in North America and abroad.

y a8 Al-Falah is an institution devoted to developing a better
T -f.l.s=r ) J .
mﬁgffl understanding of Islam ‘among all people of the world,
s | Muslims and non-Muslims. Of all religions, Islam is the most
maligned and misunderstood in the west. Though Oriental Studies have
long been established in European and American universities, real Islam
has seldom been presented to the world. Qur aim is to clear the way for
a fair appraisal of the fastest-growing religion in the world.
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